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Joao Correa with his new handcycle,
and a member of the Rotary Club of

Canoas-Industrial.

By Marcos Netto, Rotary Club of Canoas-Industrial, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil

As a business person for almost 30 years, | have seen many people approaching our
company asking for donations for all sorts of needs.

So when paralympic athlete Jodo Correa from Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil,
contacted me asking for financial support to purchase a racing handcycle, | thought there
could be another way to help him and raise awareness for his disability. (Jodo lost the use
of his leg in a work-related accident when he was 18).

That lead to an interesting project we called “Ultramaratona” (Ultramarathon). With the help



of the Rotary Club of Canoas-Industrial in District 4670 and two private companies, Jodo
Correa got his handcycle under the condition that he take part in our Ultramarathon
Challenge. He will be racing to complete 200 kilometers (124 miles) in under 12 hours.

We hope the project raises awareness for those with disabilities and encourages
companies to contribute money and volunteers for similar projects. Although Jo&o’s
disability is not a result of polio, many victims of polio have similar disabilities. Eradicating
polio is one of Rotary’s top causes, so we hope this challenge also focuses attention on
the work Rotary has been doing to eliminate polio.

The challenge will take place in April 2013. More than 20 volunteers including cyclists,
physicians, and nutritionists are involved in the preparation. We already consider it a
success because since its launch last month, Rotary has receive media coverage like we
have never seen before.

= Watch a video of Jodo Correa practicing
= Learn more on the Rotary Club of Canoas-Industrial’s Facebook page
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Djalma Bentes
on December 3,2012 at 09:05 said:

Desafio ultramaratona aumenta a consciéncia para o Rotary

Jodo Correa com seu novo handcycle, e um membro do Rotary Club de Canoas
Industrial.



Como uma pessoa de negocios por quase 30 anos, tenho visto muitas pessoas
que se aproximam da nossa empresa pedindo doagdes para todos os tipos de
necessidades.

Entdo, quando o atleta paraolimpico Jodo Correa de Canoas, Rio Grande do Sul,
Brasil, entrou em contato comigo pedindo apoio financeiro para comprar um
handcycle de corrida, eu pensei que poderia haver uma outra maneira de ajuda-lo
sensibilizado pela sua deficiéncia. (Jodo perdeu o uso de sua perna em um
acidente de trabalho quando tinha 18 anos).

Com a ajuda do Rotary Club de Canoas-Industrial do Distrito 4670 e duas
empresas privadas, Jodo Correa conseguiu seu handcycle sob a condigdo de que
ele participar de nosso Desafio de Ultramaratona. Ele estara correndo para
completar 200 quildmetros (124 milhas) em menos de 12 horas.

Esperamos que o projeto aumente a consciéncia para as pessoas com deficiéncia
e incentive as empresas a contribuir com dinheiro e trabalho voluntario para
projetos semelhantes. Embora a deficiéncia de Jodo ndo seja um resultado da
poliomielite, o acidente o paralisou, e erradicagéo da pdlio € uma das principais
causas do Rotary.

O desafio tera lugar em Abril de 2013. Mais de 20 voluntarios, incluindo ciclistas,
médicos e nutricionistas estdo enwlvidos na preparag&o. Nés ja consideram um
sucesso, porque desde o seu langamento no més passado, o Rotary ja recebeu
cobertura da midia como nunca vimos antes.

Saiba mais sobre o Rotary Club de Canoas-Industrial no Facebook
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